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Newsletter Summer 2011  

Faith to Engage London Region 

Welcome to our fourth Newsletter. We will be pleased to receive your feedback on the 

content of this e-newsletter so that we can include the things which are most relevant to 

you. Contact Paul Regan at paul@londonchurchesgroup.org.uk with any views. 

 

Faith to Engage is a project that aims to strengthen the voice of churches and faith 

groups in policy-making across the nine English regions. Funded by the Big Lottery Fund, it is 

delivered nationally by leading Christian social action movement Faithworks in collaboration 

with nine regional partners. London Churches Group for Social Action is the London regional 

partner.  

News from the London Region 

Serving Londoners Survey 
A very good response rate was achieved to the pilot questionnaire distributed to faith 
groups and voluntary organisations in the London Borough of Wandsworth asking about 
their welfare-oriented project work. The results are now being analysed and a report 
prepared. Further news in the next Newsletter! 

Big Society: What does it mean for the church?  
The conference on this topic, held on 19th January, was set up by Zedakah for Mission in 
London’s Economy, London Churches Group and Southwark Diocese Public Policy Group. 
You can see a full report if you follow the link below (and I have a few hard copies if anyone 
would particularly welcome one).  
 
In its summary report made immediately after the conference, Zedekah noted that the 
conference called for churches to respond positively to the opportunities emerging from the 
Big Society while holding firm to values of faith and justice. Andrew Stunell, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State at the Department of Communities and Local Government, 
acknowledged the positive contribution churches and faith groups made to community 
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flourishing. He asked for help in identifying the barriers that prevent local people engaging 
in their neighbourhoods. He specifically invited churches, communities and government to 
work together. Jon Cruddas, MP for Dagenham and Rainham, welcomed the big society 
moving political attention to concepts of service and justice, but worried about the negative 
impact on them of cuts in support for local services and welfare. Debra Allcock Tyler, 
Directory for Social Change, challenged the churches and faith groups to build on their long-
term involvement and hold firm to their values, rather than fitting round the government’s 
agenda. “We want to hear about love, faith and hope, and demonstrate trust backed up 
with action”. The eighty people attending worked in groups on questions prepared by 
Richard Farnell and produced a wealth of insights . . . Action outcomes included finding ways 
of sharing news and learning, working in partnerships with local authorities and local 
voluntary bodies, engaging with MPs person– to-person and telling faith stories so that they 
are heard and included in government thinking.  
Full report is available here: http://www.londonchurchesgroup.org.uk/Publications.htm  

What is this Age? 
Our event on ageing, held on 19 October last year and conducted by Ann Morisy, was 
warmly praised by attenders but attendance numbers were disappointing. Ann led us 
through consideration of the new map of life: what is the purpose of the Third Age?, trends 
and implications in demography, some of the gains and losses associated with growing 
older, the challenge of assisted dying and euthanasia, and the special contribution which 
faith can make to these issues. The Rt Hon David Willetts M.P., who has cabinet 
responsibility for universities and science in the Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, spoke about issues of fairness between generations raised in his book The Pinch: How 
the Baby Boomers Took Their Children’s Future – And Why They Should Give It Back.  It was 
good to have five young people present, and they particularly appreciated David Willetts 
spending some time at their table listening to their concerns about employment and other 
issues.  

 

Other News Roundup 

NHS London 
My NHS Alerts is a new way of keeping healthcare professionals, patients and interested 
groups informed of health news across London. You choose your topics of interest, the 
areas of London you’re interested in and how and when you want to receive the 
information. This site is designed to make the receiving of information as easy and tailored 
as possible for you and to streamline the amount of information we know healthcare 
professionals in London receive. You can choose to subscribe to receive e-bulletins or RSS 
feeds. 

You can use this site like a traditional news section, viewing the latest NHS news across 
London, with the ability to focus on topics of particular interest, or on a particular 
geographical area / organisation. 
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News is submitted from PCTs and Trusts on a regional level as well as from NHS London and 
other London wide organisations. This website is hosted by NHS London and you can 
contact them if you have any queries or want to become a contributor. 
http://www.mynhsalerts.london.nhs.uk/about/   
 

From Community Shares: 

Book your place now for the Community Shares Policy Seminar on Thursday 7 July in 
London.  This FREE event will bring together the findings from the action research 
project into community shares led by Locality, Co-operatives UK and the SROI UK Network. 

Date: Thursday, 7 July 2011 
Time: 2.00pm – 5.30pm (followed by an evening reception) 
Venue: Coin Street Neighbourhood Centre, London SE1 9NH 
Cost: Free  

The Community Shares Programme is a two-year action research project investigating how 
members of the public can invest in enterprises that serve a community purpose. 

Since the programme launched in 2009, the number of new societies planning a community 
share offer has grown rapidly.  28 new societies were registered in 2009, followed by 42 
registering in 2010.  A further 16 new societies were registered in the first three months of 
2011, which means that the number of societies using this form of finance has more than 
doubled during the lifetime of the Community Shares programme, from 78 to 164. 

From farming, football and pubs, to community retail stores and renewable energy, 
community investment is proving to be an excellent way of financing enterprises that serve 
a community purpose. This is a free event and places are limited.  If you would like to attend 
please download our booking form, once completed please return the booking form to: 

Deepa Mistry 
Ref: Community Shares Policy Seminar 
33 Corsham Street, London, N1 6DR 
email: deepa.mistry@locality.org.uk 
fax: 0845 458 8337 

Funding from the City Bridge Trust  
The City Bridge Trust provides funding for access improvements under three headings: 

 Accessible transport  

 Accessible buildings  

 Accessible Arts and Sports  

http://www.mynhsalerts.london.nhs.uk/about/
http://locality.org.uk/projects/community-shares-project/
http://locality.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Booking-form_The-power-of-engaged-equity_policy-seminar_Jul2011.doc
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The Accessible Buildings programme 

CAE is working with the City Bridge Trust to provide support to voluntary and community 
groups based in London on all aspects of access to buildings, particularly organisations who 
are applying through the Accessible Buildings funding programme. 

The programme provides funding for work with the following outcomes: 

 third sector organisations make their buildings and services more accessible  
 buildings within the third sector are better designed, constructed and equipped to 

meet the needs of disabled people  

Applicants must: 

 show that an independent access audit has been undertaken. Grants of up to £5,000 
are available for this and do not preclude a further application for access works  

 consult widely with disabled people on their access needs. These should be taken 
into account when drawing up the building plans  

It is important that you include the needs of people with sensory impairments and learning 
difficulties and do not focus only on physical access. 

For further information contact Wai-Mei Chan, Access and Sustainability Adviser, email wai-
mei.chan@cae.org.uk, tel 0207 840 5816 or contact the City Bridge Trust, City of London, PO 
Box 270 Guildhall, London EC2P 2EJ, tel 020 7332 3710, fax 020 7332 3127, textphone 020 
7332 3151, email citybridgetrust@corpoflondon.gov.uk, website 
www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk 

Weavers Company Charitable Trust 
The Benevolent Fund was set up in 1973 in succession to an earlier Fund with the aim of 
helping young people at risk of criminal involvement to stay out of trouble and assist in the 
rehabilitation of offenders, particularly young offenders both in prison and after release.   
The Company has laid down certain criteria in selecting projects:  it prefers to help new 
projects in the early stages and, in particular, innovatory projects which could act as a model 
for similar work elsewhere;   it sees its role as pump-priming and does not usually provide 
long-term funding, although it does sometimes provide more significant help to particular 
projects. 

Applications are considered by the Charitable Grants Committee at their meetings in 
February, May and October. In considering whether a project is worthy of support and 
provided it meets all the Fund's criteria, an assessment visit by a member of the Company is 
always made.  Guidelines and Application Form for prospective applicants are available at: 

 http://www.weavers.org.uk/charitable-grants/grant-application-guidelines  

mailto:wai-mei.chan@cae.org.uk
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mailto:citybridgetrust@corpoflondon.gov.uk
http://www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk/CityBridgeTrust/
http://www.weavers.org.uk/charitable-grants/grant-application-guidelines
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Living Wage Foundation 
The Living Wage Foundation which was launched on 2 May at Westminster Central Hall, has 
reached agreement with the English regions, Wales and Scotland that there will be a single 
rate for the Living Wage outside London. This is calculated by the Minimum Income 
Standard research group at the University of Loughborough, funded by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation http://www.minimumincomestandard.org/livingwage.htm 
 
The hourly rate for outside London for 2011 to 2012 is £7.20. The Living Wage Foundation 
also announced the London Living Wage of £8.30 for 2011 to 2012. This is calculated by the 
Greater London Authority Economics Unit. 
 
The Living Wage Foundation does three things: 

 Helps employers introduce the Living Wage 

 Accredits companies who have implemented the Living Wage 

 Campaigns to persuade politicians, the public and employers of the value of the 
Living Wage 

 
For further information see: 
http://www.citizensuk.org/campaigns/living-wage-campaign/the-living-wage-foundation/  
 

Community-led regeneration - news from the Government: 
The Government has unveiled its new approach to regeneration, highlighting the 
Government's strategic and supportive role, and giving examples of investment that 
supports regeneration and growth. 
 
Regeneration to enable growth: What Government is doing in support of community-led 
regeneration (available to download below) confirms the Government's commitment to 
regeneration and explains our new approach of supporting and encouraging local 
authorities and residents to drive local regeneration through the introduction of a wide 
range of powers, incentives, freedoms and flexibilities through the decentralisation, localism 
and Big Society agendas. The document also highlights examples of government investment 
in areas like housing, transport and education that provides the infrastructure and 
conditions for economic growth and regeneration or supports the most vulnerable people 
and places. Download document here: 
 
Regeneration to enable growth: What Government is doing in support of community-led regeneration 

 

http://www.minimumincomestandard.org/livingwage.htm
http://www.citizensuk.org/campaigns/living-wage-campaign/the-living-wage-foundation/
http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/regeneration/communityledregeneration

